
 17th April 2022 - Calvary Baptist Church – The Good Shepherd -  Main Study Passage: Psalms 23 

 Recap from last week - the shepherd: 
 ●  The Shepherd’s job is to feed and tend - that is care for / guard / protect. 
 ●  Shepherds need to be gentle and compassionate 

 What does it take to be a good shepherd?1 Samuel 17:33-35,Genesis 31:38-40,Isaiah 38:12, 
 John 10:11-12 

 ●  David’s life 
 ○  Went after a lion and a bear 
 ○  Rescued the lamb out of its (lion or a bear) mouth 
 ○  If they attacked, David killed them 

 ●  Jacob’s life 
 ○  Drought during the day 
 ○  Frost in the night 
 ○  Sleepless 

 ●  King Hezekiah 
 ○  Shepherd’s tent could get carried away 

 ●  Lord Jesus 
 ○  Ready to lay down his life for the sheep 

 ■  Moses prays “Forgive Israel or blot me out of your book” 
 ○  Doesn’t flee at the first sign of danger (wolf) 

 ■  David didn’t flee - he went after the lion and bear 
 ○  Search the lost sheep, until it is found - even if it's one in 99 

 ■  Search for my sheep and seek them out 
 ■  Deliver them in the cloudy and dark day 

 Why is the sheep not afraid of the shadow of death or enemies? v5-7, Jeremiah 3:15, 23:4 
 ●  Because of the confidence that the shepherd is not going to flee 

 ○  Good shepherd will not flee at the first sign of danger 
 ■  He will lay his life down to protect and deliver the sheep 

 ●  Even if the sheep were lost, the shepherd will search till he finds the sheep 
 ●  The sheep (David) is so confident that instead of being afraid 

 ○  He is “sure” that goodness and mercy will follow him 
 ■  All the days of his life (Genesis 48:15) 

 ○  He will dwell in God’s house for ever 
 ■  Because he found a Good Shepherd - and he will not want 

 ●  Romans 8:38-39  For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
 principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor 
 depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from God’s love which is in 
 Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 Conclusion: 
 ●  Let’s pray that we and our next Pastor would be: 

 ○  Gentle 
 ○  Compassionate 
 ○  Feed with knowledge and understanding 
 ○  Protect the sheep and not flee at the first sign of danger 
 ○  Genuinely care for those entrusted to our care 
 ○  Seek and search the lost sheep, till they are found 

 Main Passage Psalms 23  - King James Version (KJV) 
 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
 me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 
 oil; my cup runneth over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of 
 the Lord for ever. 
 Notes / Cross References 
 1 Samuel 17:33-35  33 Saul said to David, “You are  not able to go against this Philistine to fight 
 with him; for you are but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.” 
 34 David said to Saul, “Your servant was keeping his father’s sheep; and when a lion or a bear 
 came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after him, struck him, and rescued it out of his 
 mouth. When he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, struck him, and killed him. 
 Genesis 31:38-40  38 “These twenty years I have been  with you. Your ewes and your female 
 goats have not cast their young, and I haven’t eaten the rams of your flocks. 39 That which was 
 torn of animals, I didn’t bring to you. I bore its loss. Of my hand you required it, whether stolen by 
 day or stolen by night. 40 This was my situation: in the day the drought consumed me, and the 
 frost by night; and my sleep fled from my eyes. 
 Isaiah 38:12  My dwelling is removed, and is carried  away from me like a shepherd’s tent. I have 
 rolled up my life like a weaver. He will cut me off from the loom. From day even to night you will 
 make an end of me. 
 John 10:11-12  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd  lays down his life for the sheep. He 
 who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who doesn’t own the sheep, sees the wolf coming, 
 leaves the sheep, and flees. The wolf snatches the sheep, and scatters them. 
 Exodus 32:30-32  30 On the next day, Moses said to  the people, “You have sinned a great sin. 
 Now I will go up to Yahweh. Perhaps I shall make atonement for your sin.” 
 31 Moses returned to Yahweh, and said, “Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made 
 themselves gods of gold. 32 Yet now, if you will, forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me out of 
 your book which you have written.” 
 Ezekiel 34:11-12  11 “‘For the Lord Yahweh says: “Behold,  I myself, even I, will search for my 
 sheep, and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock in the day that he is among 
 his sheep that are scattered abroad, so I will seek out my sheep. I will deliver them out of all 
 places where they have been scattered in the cloudy and dark day. 
 Luke 15:4  “Which of you men, if you had one hundred  sheep, and lost one of them, wouldn’t leave 
 the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one that was lost, until he found it? 
 Jeremiah 3:15  I will give you shepherds according  to my heart, who will feed you with knowledge 
 and understanding. 
 Jeremiah 23:4  I will set up shepherds over them, who  will feed them. They will no longer be afraid 
 or dismayed, neither will any be lacking,” says Yahweh. 
 1 Peter 5:1-3  Therefore  I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder, and a witness of the 
 sufferings of Christ, and who will also share in the glory that will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock 
 of God which is among you, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion, but voluntarily, not for 
 dishonest gain, but willingly; 3 not as lording it over those entrusted to you, but making yourselves 
 examples to the flock. 
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